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hospital at Tynterfyn, a farm situated at the back of the town
at an elevation of 3oo feet above the sea. The question of pro-
viding hospital accommodation for infectious diseases has been
occapying the Council for several years, and hitherto the diffl-
caltyofobtaining a suitable site at areasonable figure hasproved
insuperable. In favour of the site now proposed it is alleged
that it is at a suitable distance from dwelling houses, that it
is approached by a good road, though one over which there is
no great amount of traffic; that it is within easy reach of all
the medical men practising in Colwyn Bay and Old Colwyn;
that it has an excellent water supply, and that it admits of
satisfactory provision for drainage. The farm at present be-
longs to the trustees of the Tynterfyn Charity, who are will-
ing to transfer it to the Council in consideration of a perpetual
rent charge. of 612 per annum. The Charity Commissioners
are prepared to consent to this, and only the approval of the
Local Government Board is required for the sale to be com-
pleted. Dr. Frazer, Medical Officer of Health, supports the
scheme, which is, however, opposed by the majority of the
medical practitioners in the town, who consider that the site
is not the best that could be obtained, cast doubts upon the
purity of the water supply, and consider that it would be very
mconvenient for them to attend there. Dr. S. W. Wheaton
has held an inquiry on behalf of the Local Government Board,
but the decisionot the latter body is not yet made known.

CORRESPONDENCE,
THE PROPOSED CONCILIATION BOARD.

Sia,-I have for years read the correspondence that has
appeared in the columns of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
with respect to club and contract practice, and have also
carefully scrutinised what has appeared in connection with
the new idea-namely, the proposed Conciliation Board. The
name itself suggests to my mind compromise on the old lines,
which will leave neither side satisfied. I am decidedly of
opinion that both sides are on the wrong tack, and take leave
to say that the present financial arrangements between clubs
and doctors are fundamentally wrong, and can never be
worked harmoniously. I devoutly hope that the bad method
of the present financial plan will, now that the subject is up
for discussion, receive its coup de grace, as it is high time a
better method took its place.
The method by which the doctor receives so much per lhead

or a salary, irrespective of the amount of work and materials
that may be required of him, is undoub'tedly a bad one for the
doctor, and I am satisfied it is not a good one for the clubs or
the individual member. Neither is it fair to society at large;
numerous club members are passed on to hospitals who ought
to be treated at their own homes by the club doctor. The
present system, besides being wasteful, tempts the individual
member to get what he considers his full value, and it temptR
the medical man to get through this work in the easiest and
cheapest way he can. The doctor is worried by unnecessary
and trivial demands upon his time and materia *s; and the
neurotic, the faddist, the malingerer practically manipulate
the doctor at their pleasure, until all the likeness he once
possessed to a self-respecting, kindly, and courteous profes-
sional gentleman is sadly smeared, if not entirely wiped out.
Payment for work done is the only fair and pleasant way to
conduct practice, be the payment ever so modest; and I hope
the Conciliation Board will insist upon this metlhod, whiclh is
honestly and fairly carried into effect by the National Deposit
Friendly Society. In the district in which I practise the
Niational Denosit Society numbers just over 200 members, and
the amount paid for medical attendance for the last financial
year was £53. This works out just at the rate of 5s. per head
on the old method of contract, and is therefore not disadvan-
tageous to the friendly societies, but it is very greatly advan-
tageous to the doctor.

It is not necessary to explain in detail the method of this
Society. No doubt it is well known; suffice it to say that
over and above his usual contribution the individual member
has to refund to the Soeiety one-third of his doctor's bill,
those who have not been sick only pay their usual contribu-
tiori to the funds, therefore consultations and visits for trivial
ailments are rare, the neurotic, the faddist, atd the maling-

erer has to first of .11 consult his pocket and therefore never
consults the doctor, the fees are the same as the usual ready
money fees in the Lancashire and Yorkshire manufacturing
towns, and are paid direct by the Society, who is responsible
for them. Another great advantage is that the individual
member can have any doctor he likes, who will take these
mitigated fees, and, on the other hand, the doctor can refuse
any case he does not care to attend; thus club patients under
the old regime become private patients, and there are no dis-
putes as to the bill, inasmuch as the terms are pre-
arranged.

I am anxious to see the old lump contractl system ended.
It breeds unpleasantness, indignities, and humiliations for
both doctor and patient, and I beseech tbe,Conciliation Board
to end it now they have the opportunity at hand, and I can-
not think that other friendly societies could refuse to try a
svstem which works so pleasantly and successfully for the
:National Deposit Society.-I am, etc.,
July 29tlh. SPERO.

SIR,-Dr. Leslie Phillips has made an important hit
in the discussion on this subject when he says: " It is much
more for those members of the profession outside medical aid
associations than for the medical officers of the associations
to say what is right and proper, and the suggestion that mere
increase in payment will settle this question is not worthy of
serious consideration," and it appears to me that, if there is
to be a Conciliation Board, the normal practitioners ought to
have three members on it and the club doctors two, in order
that normal practice and the honour and dignity of the pro-
fession may be protected. If this were not done, club, medical
aid, and dispensary doctors might virtually make terms with
those who are described in Dr. Wolstenholme's letter, and so
"give away" the normal practitioners, and the end of the
business would be worse than the beginning.-I am, etc.,
Manclhester, July 29th. G. H. BROADBENT.
P.S.-By " normal practitioners" I mean those highly-

favoured gentlemen who have no club&

SIR,-Yourcorrespondent " Ion " and the-medical aid associa-
tions forget one important fact. Medicine is not at present
adopted as a career just for the sake of the position it gives,
or for the scientific interest of the work it entails. The Bar,
on the other hand, does attract many independent men who
know they will never appear in court. But then no one goes
to the Bar without being the possessor of an independent
income. Would the public at large like to see the possession
of a sound and scientific knowledge of medicine and surgery
restricted to those alone of the profession who had private
fortunes of about £500 a year? I imagine fees would then rise
at once to a minimum of half a guinea, no accounts would
ever be sent in and no credit ever given, the open surgeries
would disappear, and the elubs no less than the club surgeons
would vanish.
No man, unless independent of his profession, has ever yet

given more than a shilling's worth of work for less than a
shilling without ending in physical or financial bankruptcy.
The thing cannot be done, and the attempts of the clubs to
get out of their surgeons a shilling's worth of work for six-
pence leads only to their surgeon giving them exactly what
they have paid him to give them-half as much, that is to
say, as they think they are getting out of him. I do not eay
the club surgeon intentionally shirks his work, but I do say
that it is not likely that (while human nature remains such as
it is generally known to be at present) any man who feels he
is being underpaid, overworked, and insolently treated is
likely to do as much or to think as much for his patients as
one who, in trades-union language, is getting a fair day's wage
for a fair day's work. When the millennium comes things may
be different, but not in our time.-I am, etc.,
July 3otll. M.AOXON.

Sil,-Mr. Bryant, in his interesting address, refers to the
motion of the General Medical Council disapproving of
medical practitioners associating themselves with medical
aid associations, and hints that this may blossom into some-
thing stronger if a special case of systematic canvassing comes
before the notice of the Council.
What about friendly societies ? Do they not canvass P It


